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LECTURE 63. 
Gentlemen, we shall proceed 
to speak this evening of syphi- 
litie bubo, and venereal sore 
throat. 
Syphilitic Bubo. 

The venereal poison is taken 
from the chancre on the penis, 
to the glands of the groin, and 
in its course, usually irritates 
one of them. Now and then, the 
matter proceeds through them 
without producing any irritation, 
but more frequently it excites 
inflammation, and the common 
effects of inflammation if it is 
not opposed ; that is, if a pro- 
per treatment be not pursued, 
the gland inflames and suppu- 
rates. It commonly happens that 
only one gland is affected in 
either groin in syphilis; nowand 
then the contrary takes place, 
but in general, when several 











glands are enlarged, it is from 
irritation, and not the absorption 
of the venereal poison. When 
there is only one gland enlarged 
and it goes into a suppurating 
state, it is usually the consequence 
of the stimulus of the syphilitic 
virus. Therefore you may con- 
clude, if several glands be en- 
larged, that it is not the effect 
of syphilis. The symptoms pro- 
duced when a bubo goes into a 
state of suppuration, are the same 
as those which take place in 
common abcess, with this éx- 
ception, that there are evening 
exacerbations; and in this re- 
spect, precisely the same effect 
is produced, as when syphilis 
attacks any other part of the 
body, the exacerbations coming 
on in tbe afternoon, and gene- 
rally lasting till two or three in 
the morning. The symptoms 
then are the same as those of 
common abcess, with the excep- 
tion of evening exacerbations. 
When you are consulted about 
a bubo, you are led to suspect 
that it is venereal by the fol- 
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lowing circumstances. You ask 
the patient if he has a sore on 
the penis; ify there be none 
and he has never had one, 
your opinion ought to be that 
the bubo is not syphilitic. ‘There 
is no example of venereal bubo 
ever having occurred without a 
sore. If there be no sore at the 
time you see the patient, you in- 
quire how long it is since he has 
had one, if he answers a week, 
fortnight, or even three weeks 
ago, still the swelling may ke 
syphilitic; it is not at all neces- 
sary for the sore to exist at the 


time the bubo appears, for the 





irritation of the gland may occur | 


a fortnight or three weeks after 
the appearance of the sore. The 
swelling may be retarded from 
various circumstances, if the pa- 


tient has a diarrhcea on him, or 


has taken opening medicine, | 


these and many other causes 
may delay its appearance. The 
next circumstance to which you 
direct your attention is, whether 
the enlarged gland is situated at 
Poupart’s ligament, or below it; 
you know that there are two 
orders or rows 
glands in th The first 
Poupart’s 
ligament, extending nearly from 


e groin. 


* 


row is‘m the line oi 


the spinous process of the ilium 
to the pubis, but below this is an- 


of absorbent | 





THE LANCET. 


other tier situated at the distance 
of an inch and a half or two 
inches from the first.; If the 
swelling be in a line with Pou- 


part’s ligament, you may decide 
that it is a syphilitic bubo, but 
you may determine that it is not 
syphilitic, if it be in the lower 
order. When you see a swelling 
in the groin, about an inch and 


a haif below Poupart’s ligament, 
you inquire if there be any sore 
on the foot or leg, or any irrita- 
tion on the back or nates, for in 
such cases the glands are gene- 
rally affected. The lower order 
of glands are more frequently af- 
fected from any irritation on the 
thigh and leg than on the back or 
nates, because the greater num- 
ber of the absorbents from these 
last parts terminate in the upper 
row ofabsorbent glands. Youde- 
termine that it is not syphilitic, if 
the swelling be in the lower row 
of the glands. When you. are 
called on to treat a syphilitic 
bubo, you order the patient to 
take five grains of blue pill com- 
bined with a quarter of a grain 
of opium night and morning, 
with the same view as you give 
it inchanere, the opium subdues 
the disposition to an irritable ac- 
tion being set up in the constitu- 
tion by the mercury, and when 
itis given in conjunction with 
2 
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the blue pill, you seldom have | ing common inflammation when 
those dire effects from the syphi- | it occurs in any part of the body 
litie disease as when the mercu- | to suppuration, therefore it is 


ry. is given alone. Therefore 
you will give the blue pill com- 
bined with opium. If you find 
the pain in the evening not sub- 
dued you may give ten grains of 
the blue pill at night and five in 
the morning. But at the same 
time that you employ constitu- 
tional remedies, local means 
should not be neglected, evapo- 
rating lotions should be applied 
to the part, a bandage should be 
put round the waist, and a linen 
wetted with a lotion composed 
of an ounce of spirits of wine, 
to five ounces of water, should 
be kept to the swelling, and 
fastened by tape to the band- 
age. But, gentlemen, it some- 
times happens notwithstanding 
the means that you employ, the 
pain, swelling, and the disposi- 
tion of the gland to suppurate 
increase ; this will be known by 
sharp pains darting through the 
part, and a pulsating feel in it, 
for when these occur the suppu- 





wrong when any inflammatory 
disposition exists in the bubo to 
continue the mercury, for you 
will most probably induce sup- 
puration, when you might have 
prevented it. Under these cir- 
cumstances it is right to employ 
lotions and leeches, and purge 
the patient. The best purges 
you can give are the mercurial, 
the submuriate of mercury com- 
bined with jalap, by this plan of 
treatment you get rid of the dis- 
position to inflammation,whereas 
if you continue the mercury you 
will hurry the bubo into a suppu - 
rative process. When the pain 
in the part is subdued, you must 
return tothe first treatmentwhich 
will correct the venereal action. 
It may be said in opposition to 
this that you give mercury to pre- 
vent inflammation of the eye asin 
Iritis ; this is true, but it is not 
desirable even in that complaint 
to affect the mouth to any de- 
gree, it is not that state of mer- 


rative process has generally com- | curial influence which will cure 


menced ; you then apply evapo- 
rating lotion, and leeches, give 


| 


| 


the eye, for the mercury should 
be suspended when the mouth 


active purges, and omit the blue | becomes affected, it is by in- 
pill, or else you will make the | creasing the secretion that the 
bubosuppurate. Mercury (as you | benign influence of the mercury 
know) has the effect of hasten- | is exercised. 
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It sometimes happens that the 
bubo attains a considerable mag- 
nitude, when this is the case, you 
must give upthe use of meruury, 
never continue it when the bubo 


is large, it will only hurry it into | 
a suppurative process, therefore | 


suspend the use of mercury, and 


endeavour to lessen the size 


of the swelling and the inflam- | 


mation by lotions, leeches, 


and acting on the bowels, in| 


order to promote the secretions, 
for this should be your grand 
object in all these cases; take 
care at the same time to give 
that kind of nourishment which 


will best support the system, | 


without exciting any undue ex- 
citement. 
comes of considerable size, it is 
usually the result of debility, 


and is very apt to become chro- | 
nic, you should by all means | 


discontinue the mercury, apply 
leeches, and you may gently sti- 
mulate the gland, so as to pro- 
mote its absorption; for this 
purpose the application of mu- 
riate of ammonia will be of use, 
at the same time giving purga- 


tive medicines. But in this en- 


larged state of the gland, al-| 


thoogh it begins in syphilis, 
mercury greatly debililates the 
constitution. When suppura- 
tion has commenced, and mat- 


When a gland be- | 
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| ter can be felt fluctuating, it is 
| quite right to make an open¢ 
The open- 
_ing should be small, and ought 
_ to be made as soon as any pus 
‘can be felt, for absorption will 
begin, and the size of the gland 
_ will soon be diminished: there- 


jing to let it out. 


| fore make an opening to evacuate 
the matter as early as you can 
| Cetect fluctuation. My own opi- 
nion is, that when the suppura- 
tive process has commenced, the 
best plan is to open the swelling, 
which I always do by punctur- 
ing it with a lancet wherever 
the matter is formed; it is no 
use to let it accumulate, for ab- 
sorption of the surrounding parts 
will take place, and a large 
sore be formed. If the gland 
| be opened as early as you can de- 
tect fluctuation, the surrounding 
swelling will be lessened, the in- 
| lammation diminished, absorp- 
: tion rapidly produced, and then 
| you can return to mercury for 
effecting the cure. 

It sometimes happens that the 
bubo is exceedingly irritable , 
wherever you find it so undes 
the use of mercury, immediately 
discontinue its use, for the more 
m*reury you give, the worse the 
swelling becomes ; abandon the 
mercury, and have recourse to 
other means ; itis right in these 
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cases to give opium and the 
compound decoction of sarsapa- 
rilla, that is the plan you will 
find the best in irritable buboes. 
When the state of the swelling 
will allow, you can return to 
the use of mercury to complete 
the cure. It is only by the in- 
judicious use of mercury that 
the very severe symptoms which 
occur after syphilis, are pro- 
duced. I do not believe that 
syphilis itself ever produces 
them ; no, gentlemen, they arise 
either from a defect in the con- 
stitution of the patient, or from 
the fault of the medical man. 
I do not believe that nodes ever 
arise from the syphilitic virus 
alone, but principally from the 


injudicious treatment of syphilis, 
where mercury has been incau- 
tiously administered, thereby in- 
creasing the irritability of the 
patient, and leading to worse 
consequences than the disease, 
for which it was originally 


given. In order to subdue this 
irritable state of constitution, 
give opium and the compound 
decoction of sarsaparilla, which 
have the power of lessening the 
irritability of the system, and 
relieving the patient. As to 
sarsaparilla being a specific for 
the cure of syphilis you will find 
that it is no such thing; it has the 
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power of suspending the symp- 
toms of syphilis for a short time 
but not that of curing them, and 
the surgeon who thinks that it 
has, grossly deceives himself and 
those who are the dupes of his 
ignorance. If he fancies that 
the patient is cured because the 
symptoms disappear and the pa- 
tient does not return, he equally 
deceives himself; for if he does 
not retarn to the same surgeon, 
(which he seldom does when 
he has been once deceived by 
him), he goes to another, and 
so on, till at last it is difficult to 
ascertain whether his disease is 
from syphilis, or from the va- 
rious remedies which he has 
tried. What I should say is, 
that the improper use of mer- 
cury leaves a disposition in the 
Constitution for the disease to 
return; and whoever has seen 
much practice knows that se- 
condary symptoms are generally 
the result of a mistaken treat- 
ment of the syphilitic disease.- - 
Well, then, opium, and the 
compound decoction of sarsa- 
parilla, will lessen the irrita- 
bility of the constitution: and 
so far they are useful, but any 
farther than this they ought not, 
to be used. I say that no sur- 
geon who understood the na- 
ture of syphilis, and who had it 
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in his own person, would trust 
to sarsapariila for a cure. In| 
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| tion, produced by the sloughing 


| Process ; the other from hemorr- 


fact, I would say if he did (and | hage, caused by ulceration of 


you know that I use no milk 
and water expressions), that he 
was a blockhead. So long as 
I have the honour of addressing 
you, will I openly state my 
opinions to you. I am not 
come here to listen to the opi- 
nions of others, which I know 
to be wrong from the experience 
of forty years practice, nor to 
be taught by beardless boys 


how to treat a disease, 
which I have seen thousands 
and thousands of instances. 

The next subject which we 
. shall consider is the 


Sloughing Bubo. 

If mereury be continued 
whilst the bubo is suppurating, 
as soon as ulceration takes 
place the sloughing process will 
follow, and extend over a con- 
siderable portion of the cellular 
tissue. Destruction ef life in 
these cases is caused in two 
modes. Here are two speci- 
mens (exhibiting them to the 
class ) taken from persons who 
died of sloughing bubo. In 
oxe, the femoral artery, vein, 
and sartorius muscle are laid 
bire to a considerable extent.— 
The one died from the irrita- 


of 





the femoral artery. Thus de- 
struction takes place from two 
causes—from the extent of the 
sloughing process, and hemorr- 
hage from the} opening of the 
femoral artery. A person .with 
sloughing bubo died in the 
hospital, about three years ago, 
from hemorrhage. In _ these 
eases, you generally see that 
there is something faulty in the 
constitution, or that the patient 
has been’ injudiciously treated ; 
as to the treatment of sloughing 
bubo, it is the ‘same as in 
sloughing chanere. Abandon- 
ment of mercury—exhibition of 
ammonia with opium--and a 
generous diet, so as to give 
vigour to the constitution with- 
out exciting any febrile action ; 
that is the constitutional plan 
of treatment which you should 
employ, and the local treatment 
principaily consists in the appli- 
cation of the nitric acid wash, 
about fifty drops of the acid to 
a quart of water. It sometimes 
happens when the gland sup- 
purates and the sloughing pro- 
cess is going on, that secondary 
symptoms appear; it is not right 
to give mercury in consequence 
of their appearance, but you 
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order the patient to take the 
compound decoction of sarsana- 
rilla. When the sloughing pro- 
cess is stopped, and the wound 
is well, give mercury if the se- 
condary symptoms remain, then, 
and not till then, ought you to 
attempt the cure of the disease 
by the exhibition of mercury. 
When the sloughing process 
stops, and there are no secondary 
symptoms, do not give mercury. 
It is never right to employ it as 
it were by speculation, it wiil 
not destroy the venereal virus, 
although it is not in action, and 
will not prevent the appearance 
of the disease. Mr. Hunter was 
the first who pointed this out, 


that syphilis could not be pre- 
vented from appearing by the 
exhibition of mercury ; and most 
surgeons state that it is best not 
to give mercury in expectation 
of the appearance of the dis- 
ease, but to wait till it does ap- 


pear. I give you this rather as 
Mr. Hunter’s opinion than my 
own ; there are some points con- 
nected with this subject which 
I shall speak of when making 
some general remarks on syphi- 
lis. Itoceasionally happens that 
when a bubo suppurates a sinus 
remains after the other part is 
healed. This may be often 
cured by an injection of about 
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2 grains of oxymur. of mer.to an 
ounce of water, or the undiluted 
tincture of lytte, which will 
generally bring on adhesive in- 
flammation. If these should not 
succeed, you must depend on 
the use of a seton, or laying the 
sinus open, but this latter mode 
is very rarely adopted. It some- 
times happens that a gland pro- 
jects after ulceration has taken 
place; when a case like this 
occurs, when the gland is in- 
sulated and rises above the sur- 
rounding surface, you get rid of 
it by means of small troches 
made of bread and oxymuriate 
of mercury, pointed at the ex- 
tremity, which are inserted into 
the gland, and allowed to re- 
main there twenty-four hours ; 
this generally brings on a little 
inflammation, the death of the 
gland, and its separation from 
the surrounding parts. I have 
known the sulphate of copper 
produce the same effect, but the 
first is generally the best. When 
a number of absorbent glands 
are enlarged, never consider the 
complaint as syphilitic: they are 
owing to a defect of the consti- 
tution and never to syphilis. 
After a bubo has suppurated and 
ulcerated, it now and then assumes 
the character of what is called 
a phagedenic ulcer. If consulted 
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about the nature and treatment 
of this kind of ulcer what would 
you say? First, that phagedenic 
bubo is an ulcer with the edges 
thin, rugged, loose, and irregu- 
lar, owing to a morbid condition 
of the cellular membrane be- 
neath, which is ia a sloughing 
state; you see in a phagedenic 
bubo, if you look attentively, 
that the membrane 
under the skin is in a sloughing 


cellular 
state. There is an increased 
number of blood vessels over 
which the skin hengs loosely, 
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comes dry, there is great danger 
of the gangrene spreading ,there- 
fore the part should be kept wet, 
and this you do by covering it 
with the oil silk to prevent eva- 
poration. This then is the treat- 
ment of a phagedenic ulcer. 
Mr. Welbank,asurgeon in Chan- 
cery Lane, has recommended the 
application of the nitric acid in 
an andiluted state, with the view 
This 
gentlemen has tried it with ad- 


of forming a new surface. 


vantage, at the same time pre- 
serving the constitution by re- 





and the ragged edges of the 
sore are owing to a want of 


action in the part, the blood | 
bein retained in it on account | 
of there not being sufficient free- | 


dom to carry it into the system. 
This kind of sore arises then 
from the cellular tissue, and it is 
difficult to give life to it, be- 
cause it becomes considerably 
excavated and the skin hangs 
loosely over it. The best treat- 
ment that you can employ is a 
saturated solution of the nitrate 
of silver, dossils of lint wetted 
with this lotion should be daily 
applied to the surface and edges 
of the wound, and the liquor | 
calcis with lime water should | 
also be used. Oil silk should | 
be put over the wound to pre- 
venti getting dry ; for if it be- | 


| 


j 


| 


storing the secretions, and sup- 
| porting the patient by a most 

nutritious diet. You should give 

bark and ammonia in combina- 

tion with the opium, and do all 
| that you can to restore the secre- 
| tions, for this ought to be the 
| first principle of your treat- 
ment, 


Diseases of the Throat. 


The venereal poison, when i¢ 
| passes the absorbent glands in 
_ the groin, goes into the system 
| but in its course affects no other 


| glands but these; it is carried 


through the thoracic duct to the 
blood, and when in the blood it 
does not appear to affect but 
three parts of the body. Ist 
The mucous membrane of the 
throat and nose ; 2d. The skin, 
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or surface of the body ; 3d The 
periosteum and bones. These 
three are the only parts liable 
to the syphilitic action after the 
venereal virus has entered the 
blood ; and with respect to the 
organs essential to life, these 
are not capable of having a sy- 
philitic action excited in them, 
only in those parts of the body 
subjected to the influence of ex- 
ternal. causes, is the syphilitic 
action observed—the interna] 
organs are entirely free from it 
—the brain, the viscera of the 
chest, and abdomen are never 
affected by it—even the mucous 
membrane of the interior of the 
body is not affected by it. | 
will now describe to you the 
appearances and consequences of 
the disease of the throat. When 
the syphilitic action is set up in 
the mouth, either the mucous 
membrane of the floor of the 
nose, or the roof of the mouth 
becomes red and inflamed, and 


a pimple forms on it; when this 
opens, the bony palate is ex- 
posed, which may be easily felt 
by applying a probe to the part 
—this is the manner in which 


the disease first shews itself. 
The exposed bone exfoliates, a 
communication is set up through 
the mouth and nose, fluids re- 
turn through it, and the voice 


| 


| 





361 


becomes nasal. In this disas- 
trous state the unhappy patient 
is unfitted for society; with an 
the roof of the 
mouth, he has a discharge from 


aperiure in 
it of a most offensive smell, to 
which the smell of the di.sect- 
ing room is not to be compared ; 
for I can assure you it is with 
difficulty that I can bear the 
breath of a person with disease 
of the mouth or nose; but i:de- 
pendently of this he is stamped 
by a nasal voice, and the fluids 
which he takes return through 
the commnnicatioa set up be- 
tween the mouth and nose. It 
js a state, gentlemen, to which 
death is far preferable ; there- 
fore, don’t look on syphilis as a 
disease. The tonsiy 
become affected with 


trifling 
glands 
sores which have exactly the 
character of chanere, having 
rugged edges, a yellow surface, 
and a livid colour’ in the sur- 
rounding part. A sense of dry- 
ness is felt in the throat, which 
spreads up the eustachian tubes 
to the ear. But still worse ef- 
fects of the disease are seen on 
the pharynx, just opposite to the 
mouth; it is not unfrequently 
that ulceration proceeds through 
it, and the cellular membrane 
behind to the vertebrae ; but the 
worst effects of all produced. by 
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the syphilitic action, are found 
on the larynx, which require 
immediate attention as soon as 
they shew themselves ; and in a 
short space of time, if not check- 
ed, destroy life. Attending this 
affection there is always loss of 
the voice, so that you are 
obliged to put your ear, to the 
patient’s mouth, he speaks in so 
low a whisper. If he has no 


primary symptoms of syphilis on 
him at the time, you are not led 
at first to suspect that it is sy- 
philitic, although whenever a 
person comes to you with loss 


of voice, you should always ask, 
How long it is since he had any 
sore on his yard? What space 
of time has elapsed since he had 
syphilis? This effect of the 
syphilitic disease more frequent- 
Iv destroys life than any other. 
Here is a specimen (exhibiting 
it to the class) taken from a fe- 
male who died of this complaint. 
She was admitted into the hos- 
pital with a bronchocele; she 
had difficulty of breathing and 
little power of utterance, which 
were attributed to the pressure 
of the tumour on the larynx. 
When she had been in the hos- 
pital a little time, a syphilitic 
eruption made its appearance, 
by which it was discovered she 
had not very long ago had sy- 
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philis. Mercury was given her, 
but the disease had proceeded 
too far, and she died a few days 
after. On examining the throat 
chancres were found, one on 
each side of the upper part of 
the larynx; there was no di- 
sease whatever of the lungs. 
The ulceration had proceeded to 
the laryngeal artery; this had 
given way, and part of the 
blood passed into the trachea. 
Portions of the thyroid cartilages 
are sometimes ossified in this 
disease, and coughed up. One 
of the cornua of the thyroid car- 
tilage was coughed up by a pa- 
tient of Mr. Forster’sat the other 
hospital; it was converted into 
bone: the patient did very well. 

The treatment required in 
syphilitic sore throat is as fol- 
lows :—It will be necessary to 
make use of mercury, if the part 
jS not too irritable, and the sore 
has no other character than in a 
healthy person, and does not 
affect the mouth more than is 
generally done whea syphilis 
appears in any other part. Here 
you must endeavour to prevent 
the disease making those dread- 
ful ravages, which I have de- 
scribed, on the soft palate and 
upper maxillary bone, produc- 
img an aperture which requires 
artificial means to close it. Mer- 
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curial fumigations are found the 
most efficient local means for 
sores of the palate; but if the | 
roof of the mouth itself becomes 
affected, a little diluted muria- 
tic or nitric acid will assist ex- 
foliation, and prevent the aper- 
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so much, and is not exposed to 
the observations of his friends. 
As soon as exfoliation has taken 


place, it will be right to intro- 


duce some extraneous substance 
to fill up the aperture ; and the 
best instrument I know is one 
contrived by Mr. Weiss, whom 





ture from being large. When 
the sores are on the tonsils local | you all know to be an extremely 
means are not necessary, for a | ingenious man. A gentleman 
eonsiderable portion of the ton- |of rank and fortune, affected 
sils may be lost without any} with sore in the roof of the 
bad effects being produced ; | mouth, applied to Mr. Wetss to 
constitutional remedies alone are know whether he could make 
generally employed. But with | him something which would fill 
respect to myself, 1 am disposed up the opening, and remain 
to assist by local means the | there without producing incon- 


healing of syphiliticsores where- venience. Mr, Weiss imme- 


ever they occur. When an aper- diately produced an instrument 
ture has been produced in the | which gave the gentleman the’ 
roof of the mouth, I put a piece greatest comfort and satisfac- 
of lint into the opening, and the | tion, and answers much better 
consequence is that the person than any other with which I am 
does not speak through his nose acquainted.* 


* We have obtained one of these instruments from Mr. Weiss, and herewith 
present our readers with a drawing made from it. Mr. Wertss informs us that he 
has employed it on several occasions, with the most complete success, entirely 
removing nasal articulation. The instrument consists of two silver plates at- 
tached to each other bya small neck. ‘The upper plate is less than the under, and 
is divided into two equal parts. The plates and neck are pierced by a square 
aperture, for the reception of a key. When the instrument is about to be intro 
duced into the opening of the palate, one part of the top plate is to be turned upon 
the other by means.of the key. Ht then, of course, forms-only  halfa circle, and 
by giving it an oblique direction will pass through a very small aperture. Afte, 
it has been so introduced, by giving the key another half turn, the divided plate 
again forms a complete circle, and thus effects the closure of the hole. The neck 
of the instrument must of course be proportioned to the thickness of the palate 
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When there is disease on the 
soft palate nothing can be worn, 
because any instrument unless 
kept near the bone would excite 
inflammation. M. Roux of La 
CHARITE at Paris, in a case of 
division of the soft palate, per- 
formed an operation for the pur- 
pose of closing the aperture, and 





on the same principleas the ope- 
ration for hare lip. The ope- 
ration was successful ; it is cer- | 
tainly a very ingenious one. I | 
think a gentleman at the west | 
end of the town has also per- 
formed this operation, if any of 
you recollect his name, I shall be 
obliged if you will mention it ; 
(here several students stated that 
it was Mr. ALcock,) Mr ALcock 
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then, gentlemen, has also per- 
formed this operation. Sir Astley 
then said that he thought the 
union of a division of the soft 
palate had been attempted by 
some one else, when one of the 
pupils replied that it had been 
by Mr. Bropie. I wasnot aware 
that Mr. Brodie had performed 
this operation, are you sure of it 
Sir? This being answered in the 
affirmative, the learned profes- 
sor said that the operation was 
similar to M. Rovux’s had been 
performed by Mr. Atcock and 
(i must however mention my 
friend Mr. Bropif’s name on 
your authority, pointing to the 
student who first mentioned it,) 
by Mr. Bropie.* 


Each plate should be in contact with the parts above and belowwithout pressing 
heavily in any particular situation, lest it should produce ulceration, 


A 


Cc 


QYay 


EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE. 


A.—The Key, 


B.—The instrument, with one half of the upper plate turned upon the other. 
C.—The appearance of the instrument when about to be passed into the mouth, 


with the Key inserted. 


D.—Represents the instrument as when worn, the key being withdrawn and the 


upper plate forming a complete circle. 


* We were not aware that Mr. Brodie had performed this operation, for there 
is no account of it published; but on inquiry we find the pupil’s statement to be 


correct. Mr. 
operation succeeded, 


and Mr. Alcock have both formed it. Mr. Alcock’s 
but Mr.Brodie’s did ares Sy en 
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With respect to affections of 


the larynx, you must act imme- 
diately on the system by mer- 
cury; I use the oxymurias hy- 
drargyi, because itis the quick- 
est in its operation. Mercurial 
fumigations locally, and the 
oxymurias hydrargyri internally, 
these are what I now employ.— 
Some give the blue pill and 
opium, but I prefer the oxymu- 
riateon account of its speedy ef- 
fect. 





We have thought it right to 
give an account of Mr. ALcock’s 
operation alluded to by Sir Ast- 
ley. Itis taken from the Trans- 
actions of the Associated Apo- 
thecaries, &c. Vol. I. p. 379. 


CASE. 

“Mr. G. H , a young 
man, aged about twenty-two, 
had laboured under the icon- 
venience of a cleft palate from 
his earliest infancy. His voice 
was strikingly nasal, and his ar- 
ticulation so indistinct, that he 
had . . . 
an advantageous situation in 
which he was required to con- 
verse frequently with strangers. 

“ [ transcribe from notes 





made whilst the case was un- | 
der consideration, the state of 


the parts. 
« «The extent of the aper- 


ture is the whole length of the | 


soft palate and of the uvula, 
exposing the inside of the pos- 
‘terior part of the nostrils to 
‘view when the mouth isopened.’ 


contemplated giving up | 
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| “ The retraction from side 
to side of the aperture is, under 
ordinary circumstances, about 
five eighths of aninch, but some- 
| times greater; in some motions 
of the parts the sides of the 
uvula nearly approximate, and 
| may, with a little mechanical 
| assistance, be brought into con- 
| tact without any violence.’ 
*“ The object to be desired 
| was okwiously the union of the 
| inner edges of the palate; the 
means proposed, similar to those 
used in the treatment of hare- 
ip: 
“ Ist. The removal of the ex- 
treme edges. 
« 2d. The bringing of them 
into easy- contact, and so re- 
taining them, that union by ad- 
hesion might take place. 

“ In the operation I was as- 
sisted by my friend Mr. C. T. 
HapeEn, of Sloan-street: Dr. 
ARMSTRONG was also present; 
as were several of my pupils.— 
The operation was performed 
June 7, 1821. 

‘* The requisite preparations 
being made to adapt the instru- 
ments to the form and depth 
of the parts to be operated 
upon, the inner edges of the 
cleft palate were carefully re- 
moved by scissors with ex- 
tremely thin edges, as recom- 
| mended for surgical purposes by 
Dr. WoLLASTON. Simple as 
the narration of this process 
may appear, the irritability and 
| depth of the parts presented 
| considerable obstacles, and oc- 
easioned some delay. The 
| edges being removed, and the 
bleeding from the divided -por- 
| tions having ceased, two liga- 
tures were introduced by means 


—_— 
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of a small curved needle*, at 
the distance of about three 
eighths of an inch, or less, from 
the inner margins, and at equal 
distances from each other, and 
from the extremities of the 
cleft. 

“ It may seem needlessly mi- 
nute to describe every trifling 
circumstance ; but withoutstrict 
attention, the ligatures may be 
passed lower on one sidg than 
on the othert, so as to make 
one portion of the uvula lower 
than the opposite ; the ligatures 
may be drawn so tightly as to 
cut their way out before union 
takes place ; or they may be so 
relaxed as not to bring the di- 
vided parts into accurate con- 
tact; or though neatly adapted 
at first, if the knot be of a kind 
capable of yieldingy, it may 


give way, and defeat the de- 


sign of the operation. Nay, 
even the intervention of a very 
slight coagulum of blood ; or of 
the extremely tenacious saliva 
or mucus so abundantly thrown 


* The smallest of the curved needles 
in common use, were too large for this 
purpose. This had been foreseen and 
provided against. Unless the needle 
form a segment of a smaller circle than 
the palate, it will be found impractica- 
ble to pass it without wounding the in- 
side of the mouth. 

+ This is stated te have happened 
in the case operated upon by M. Roux. 

t Sailors are well aware of the dif- 
ference between a reef-knot which will 
not slip, and a granny’s knot, which is 
quest rewarded by a rope’s end ap- 
plied to the back of the unfortunate 
wight who is heedless enough to make 
the one for the other. 

Trivial as-to some this observa- 
tion may appear, a case of fatal hemor- 
rhage after amputation has beet 
known to occur through the error of 
making a slip-knot upon the principal 
“artery. . . 
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out upon these parts, when irri- 
tated by the necessary removal 
of the edges and the insertion 
of the sutures, may produce a 
similar result. This last circum- 
stance, namely, the abdndance 
of glairy fluid adhering. to the 
parts during the operation, pre- 
sents no inconsiderable diffi- 
culty, even in tying the knot. 
There was more strain upon the 
upper ligature than desira- 
ble, could the parts have been 
kept in contact without it. 

“ After the operation, the pa- 
tient was enjoined to avoid 
speaking ; to abstain from food 
and drink for a number of hours ; 
and for some days to restrict 
himself to spoon diet. 

“ The irritation which suc- 
ceeded the operation was more 
moderate than had been anti- 
cipated ; a slight degree of in- 
flammation of the palate, the 
fances, &c. supervened; but 
did not proceed to any alarm- 
ing extent, under the antiphlo- 
gistic regimen which he adopted. 
This, it was feared, might have 
prevented union; but on the 
removal of the ligatures on the 
fourth day, a very slight union 
was found to have taken place 
at the point supported by the 
lower ligature; but so ex- 
tremely slight, that the forcible 
action of the part, as in sneez- 
ing, might probably have de 
stroyed it. 

** This smallunion was, how- 
ever, sufficient to establish the 
principle that adhesion of these 
parts might, under favourable 
circumstances, be effected.— 
The patient was in no degree 
discouraged. He had during 
the operation conducted him- 
self with extreme firmness, and 





JUNE 19, 1824. 


now expressed his determination 
to submit to it again whenever I 
should think proper. 

Nine days after the former, 
the operation was again per- 
formed, in the same manner as 
before. The parts were much 
less irritable than on the first 
occasion ; but still the copious- 
ness of glairy seeretion adher- 
ing, ‘greatly diminished any ex- 
peetation of extensive union; 
a little more was gained, and 
but a little. -The ineonve- 
nience of this operation was so 
slight, that he did not avail 
himself of a lodging which he 
had in the first instance pro- 
vided near my residence. He 
walked home a considerable 
distance, and called to see me 
once or twice a day, as he 
pleased. 

“ Regreting the small ex- 
tent of union effected, 1 feared 
that the parts might have been 
in some degree bruised in re- 
moving the edges by the scis- 
sors (althongh perfect union 
by the first intention had been 
effected in a recent case of hare- 
lip, in which I had removed 
the edges of the lip by the same 
instrument) ; I therefore souglit 
to avoid any possibility of 
bruising the parts, by substitut- 
ing the knife for the scissors at 
the next operation, which was 
performed after an interval of a 
a fortnight. 

“ The mechanical difficulties 
were increased by using the 
knife; another point of union 
was effected at some distance 
from the former; but not more 
in extent than in the preceding 
operations. 1 therefore became 
satisfied that it was -not owing 
to the use of the scissors that the 
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union had not been more exten- 
sive. 

“ The operation was twice 
repeated at intervals of about a 
fortnight, and each time with 
less inconvenicnce than the pre- 
ceding ; two or three days’ ab- 
sence from his avocations being 
the most irksome circumstance. 
Each time some addition to the 
former extent of union was 
effected. 

“« The patient’s health having 
beeome somewhat disordered, 
which he attributed to the heat 
of the weather (August), al- 
though probably in some mea- 
sure depending upon his altered 
mode of living, | recommended 
hiv: to give himself no concern 
about his palate, but to attend 
carefully to. his diet and to 
those circumstances likely to 
improve his general health, 
which soon became re-esta- 
blished. 

“ In October he was desirous 
to have the operation performed 
on that part of the palate‘ which 
had not previously united, and 
the attempt to complete the 
anion was again undertaken.— 
As the want of union of the 
lower portion appeared on the 
former occasions to result from 
intervening mucus, preventing 
the perfect contact of the edges, 
when the sutures were used: 
pins acting for those for hare-lip 
were preferred on this oecasion. 

** 10th, The internal edges of 
the uvula were removed by the 
thin-edge scissors as before, and 
two pins, adapted to the form of 
the parts, were inserted at con- 
venient distances on each side. 
This chaage in the mode ofope- 
fating somewhat increased the 
mechanical difficulties ; for the 





368 


removal of the points and the 
passing of the ligatures round 
the pins, at the bottom of 
a deep cavity, and connected 
with the parts naturally very ir- 
ritable, are somewhat different 
circumstances from those when 
the parts are situated externally 
and admit of being firmly sup- 
ported by the hands of an assis- 
tant. The parts were, however, 
brought into accurate contact. 

Diet to consist of bread and 
milk, &c. 

He experienced greater un- 
easiness during the first 24 
hours after this operation, than 
when the ligatures only were 
used ; but there was no irrita- 
tion of the tongue nor of the pa- 
late from the ends of the pins, 
which were intentionally left 
slightly projecting. 

** 17, The upper pin was re- 
moved ; the parts in close con- 
tact; but as the support of the 
lower pin remained, no certain 
conclusion was drawn whether 
adhesion had taken place or not. 
His tongue was pale and furred, 
which had previously happened 
whilst he was restrained to spoon 
diet. He was, therefore, permit- 
ted to resume his usual diet. 

“ 19. The palate as on the 
17th. He attended to business as 
usual. His tongue, &c. improved 
since last report. No inconveni- 
ence from the remaining pin and 
ligature: it was therefore al- 
lowed to remain. 

*« 20. The ligature and lower 
pin were removed, and, to the 
great delight of the patient, the 
union extended to the lowest 
pointof the uvula. He observ- 
ed that his tongue seemed as if 





it were too large for his mouth. 
« 92, My friend Mr. Haden | 
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saw him with me, and was 
highly satisfied with the result. 
The small aperture about the 
centre of the palate, which was 
not meddled with in the last 
operation, of course remains the 
same; and a very slight fissure 
was perceptible a little above the 
uvula, but without any retrac- 
tion of the edges. 

“ * His voice compared with 
its original state prior to the 
first operation, is strikingly im- 
proved; and he now performs 
his business with alacrity and 
comfort, and to the satisfaction 
of his employers, as well as 
that of their customers. Before 
the operation the defect in his 
speech was so great as to ren- 
der his intercourse with stran- 
gers extremely irksome; and 
the consciousness of his de- 
fect was ever present to his 
mind.’ 

“ October 27. In high spirits 
at the improvement which he 
perceives in his speech, and the 
satisfaction with which he is 
thereby enabled to transact his 
business. 

** November 5. Speech and 
confidence improving. 

“* He promised to appoint a 
day for a drawing to be made 
from the palate; but although 
he occasionally called upon me, 
his leisure did not permit this 
intention to be carried into 
effect. 

“« Itis properto observe, that 
in cases of defective or cleft pa- 
late, the indistinctness of articu- 
lation generaily arises from two 
causes ; the first and principal is 
the physical defect which ad- 
mits the air too freely into the 
nostrils ; by which the peculiar 
nasal sound of the voice is pro- 
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duced. This the patient, whilst 
theparts continue preternaturally 
open, is unable to remedy any 
effort, however desirous he may 
be: the other cause alluded to 
arises from habit, in not placing 
the tip of the tongue properly 
at the root of the front teeth in 
such sounds as ¢ soft, s, th, &c. 
The first of thiese causes is fully 
remedied by the union of the di- 
vided palate ; the latter requires 
that the defective sounds should 
be ascertained and counteracted 
by diligent attention, whenever 
these stumbling-blocks occur. 


“ The patient whose case is 
above described lost the nasal 
sound of voice after the last ope- 
ration; but the effect of careless 
habit was still perceptible when 
he spoke heedlessly in some diffi- 
cult words; yet when his atten- 
tion was directed to any particu- 
lar sound, and the defective 
word distinctly pronounced by 
another, and the position of the 
the tongue, lips, &c. shown, his 
utterance was perfectly distinet 
and free from any obvious pecu- 
‘liarity. 

“ Notwithstanding the diffi- 
culties in this case were greater 
than may be anticipated in the 
management of any similar in- 
stance, (for I have candidly 
stated the unforeseen inconve- 
niences experienced, and the 
defects resulting therefrom, that 
they may be obviated by fu- 
ture operators) ; yet the patient, 
far from regreting that the 
operations had been performed, 
is so satisfied with the benefit 
which has resulted, that he has 
expressed—*“ I am so far con- 
vinced of this, that was I now in 
the same situation as when I first 
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saw you, nothing should hinder 
another trial.” 

“ In conclusion, it may not 
be unusefal to remark, that the 
principles and mode of treat- 
ment adopted in the preceding 
case, are not confined merely 
to that deficiency or division of 
the palate existing at the time 
of birth, which has been termed 
congenital ; but are equally ap- 
plicable to many of those unfor- 
tunate instances in which pa- 
tients have suffered the loss of 
a portion of the soft palate 
through disease.”’ 





“ HOLE AND CORNER” 
SURGERY AT ST. THO- 
MAS’S HOSPITAL. 


If the recent attempt of the 
surgeons of St. Thomas’s Hospi- 
tal, to suppress the publication 
of hospital reports, were not in 
some degree calculated to casta 
stain on the character of the pro- 
fession, we shoulddeem it scarce- 
ly worth while to take any di- 
rect notice of the contemptible 
proceedings by which these in- 
dividuals have endeavoured to 
elude the vigilance of the press, 
and to establish a system of 
‘ Hole and Corner’ Surgery 
within the walls of that Institu- 
tion. As far as we are ourselves 
concerned, we have the less rea- 
son for occupying any portion of 
the attention of our readers with 
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this subject, because such an at- 
tempt, directed against this pub- 
lication, would be perfectly im- 
potent, and we should entertain 
no other feeling than that of the 
most unmeasured contempt, for 
the spirit, the taste, and intellect, 
which could engender so pitiful 
a proceeding. We have no 
ambition to contend against 
unresisting imbecility and we 
have no desire therefore to en- 
counter the arguments or the elo- 
quence. of the THrRee. Ninny- 
HAMMERS or Prompter Nasu ; 
indeed we have no apprehension 
that the cause of ‘ Hole and 
Corner, Surgery is likely to make 
any alarming progress under the 
auspices of its present champi- 
ons, and we are quite satisfied 
that an attack on the freedom of 
the press from such a quarter can 
have no other effect than that of 
recoiling on the assailants, like 
dust thrown against the wind, 
and of rendering them just ob- 
jects of contempt and derision. 
All these considerations might 
have induced us to abstain from 
bringing this subject formally 
under the notice of our readers, 
but as the the character of the 
whole profession might suffer 
from the weak and injudicious 
proceedings of the surgeons of 
a particular hospital, in which 
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the surgeons of the sister insti- 
tution have refused to co-operate, 
we think it right to advert some- 
what more particularly to the 
course which has been adopted 
with a view of suppressing the 
publication of hospital reports— 
a course, which we take to be 
perfectly unexampled in point of 


‘taste, propriety, and discretion, 


and which cannot fail to establish 
the reputation of the champions 
of ‘ Hole and Corner’ Surgery. 
Mr. Travers, it seems, has ne- 
ver forgiven THE Lancsr for its 
comments on the absurdities, 
which he broached at the anni- 
versary Dinner of the United 
Hospitals, and Mr. Green has 
never enjoyed a good digestion, 
since ourexposure of the twaddle 
which he uttered on the same 
oceasion about ‘ butterflies’ and 
* end paper kites,’ and which he 
would fain have passed upon the 
juvenile part of his auditory asa 
very smart and eloquent oration. 
Heret lateri lethalis arundo.— 
We will take this opportunity of 
reminding Mr. GREEN en pas- 
sant, that, however he maj feel 
himself aggrieved by any notice 
which has been taken of his li- 
teray achievements in THE 
Lanc&kT, he is infinitely indebt- 
ed to our forbearance, for we 
have made no coments on his 
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recent lectures. Mr. GREEN is 
evidently a very vain, and a 
very shallow person, who mis- 
takes the tawdry puerilities, 
which he has culled from se- 
cond-rate novels and romances 
for fine writing. We can assure 
him that the class of readers 
whom he might have aspired to 
please some ten years ago, have 
grown comparatively fastidious, 
and that the fustian with which 
he has garnished his lectures is 
too poor a commodity even for 
the patrons of the Minerva Press. 
If our notice of the extra-pro- 
fessional absurdities of these per- 
sons laid the foundation of their 
hostility to the press, our im- 
partial details of medical pro- 
ceedings, and our fearless expo- 
sure of existing abuses confirmed 
that hostility, and they accotd- 
ingly came toa resolution of tak- 
ing measures, which as they pro- 
foundly calculated, would in the 
end have the effect of suppress- 
ing this publication ; for had the 
first attack been saccessful THE 
LaNcET was doubiless their 
next intended victim. 

After having made the most 
strenuous efforts to obtain the 
concurrence, of the surgeons of 
Guy's hospital, who very judi- 
ciously declined to co-ope- 
rate with these champions of 


t* 
sQS& 


Gz isviz 


371 


‘hole and corner surgery,’ 
they determined to take. the 
whole responsibility upon them- 
selves; and after divers meet- 
ings and discussions, the’ fol- 
lowing plan of operations was 
concerted, and  straightway 
earried into execution. A-writ- 
ten cqmmunication, signed by 
the champions, was sent to a 
gentleman, who was gratuitous- 
ly assumed to be the editor of a 
medical journal, in which it was 
announced, that in consequence 
of some inaccuracy,’ (not' spe- 
cified) which had appeared in 
his journal, he would in fature 
be excluded from the privilege 
of witnessing the surgical prac- 
tice at St. Thomas’s Hospital. 

It is only necessary with res- 
pect to this part of the pro- 
ceedings to state, that the gen- 
tleman to whom this commu- 
nication was addressed has treat- 
edit with the contempt it de- 
served, and has: continued to 
visit the hospital whenever he 
has thought proper to do so 

. The second part of ‘the opera- 
tions against the press, digested 
by the three champions of.‘ ‘Hole 
and Corner Surgery,’ consisted of 
a speech delivered by Mt. TRa- 
VERS, to the assembled students | 
in the operating theatre of St. 
a beara Inthis speech 


; wilt saact 220g te: 
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he declared that the surgeons of 
that institution, had come to the 
resolution of suppressing the pub- 
lication of Hospital cases, and he 
had the effrontery to add, that if 
any student should be convicted 
of furnishing an account of hospi- 
tal cases, with a view to publica- 
tion, that they (the surgeons of 
St. Thomas's Hospital) would 
expel him: It will be easily con- 
ceived that this was not a very 
palatable declaration to the stu- 
dents; it appeared, Lowever, ra- 
ther to excite ridicule, than indig- 
nation. Had such a declaration 
as this, been made by a professor 
on the other side of the channel, 
to the students of the Ecole de 
Medicine, it would have been fol- 
lowed by very different results. 
The medical students of Paris, a 
body distinguished for their spirit, 
intelligenee, unanimity, and high 
sense of honour, would never have 
suffered such a man to resume his 
functions, without as ample and 
humiliating a concession, as the 
insult, which he had ventured to 
offer, was gross, and unwarrant- 
able. We think, however, that, 
under all the circumstances, the 


ridicule with which the speech. 


was treated by the students of St. 
Thomas’s, was better suited to the 
impotent nature of the threat. 
What could be more absurd, than 
the hectoring’ tone assumed by 
Mr. TRAVERS? What more ludi- 
crous than a threat of expulsion 
from the surgeons of St. Thomas’s 
Hospital ; men, so utterly divested 
of all power in that insti ution, 
that their prescriptions are not dis- 
pensed at the apothecary’s a se- 
cond time, unless they have been 
examined by a physician. This 
’ we assert as a fact, and it is the 


best possible evidence that can be 
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adduced to prove not only their 
want of power in the hos- 
pital, but the manner in which 
their talents are appreciated by 
the governors. 

The three Ninoyhammers, like 
Moonshine, Lion, and Wall, en- 
deavoured to enact their parts 
gravely, but they were received 
only with laughter and derision. 
Mr. TRAVERS attempted to play 
the Lion, but the students imme- 
diately detected, ‘ snug the joiner.’ 
* This Lion is a very fox for his valour, 
—Aye, and a goose for his discretion.’ 

In conclusion, we have to ob- 
serve, that this malignant, though 
ludicrous, attempt to gag the press 
has had the usual effect of opening 
new sources of intelligence, and of 
exciting an increased disposition 
in all quarters, to furnish authen- 
tic medical information. THe 
LANCET has hitherto pursued, and 
it will continue to pursue, the even 
tenor of its way, unmoved hy 
threats, unbiassed by prejudice, 
and solicitous only to discharge in 
a fearless, independent, and im- 
partial maoner, the duty which it 
owes to the profes:ion, and to 
the public. 





ROYAL ACADEMY OF MEDE- 
CINE AND THE LONDON COL- 
LEGE OF SURGEONS. 





The Royat Acapemy of Mr- 
pictnE at Paris has proposed 
the following as subjects for the 
prizes, consisting each of a gold 
medal worth a thousand francs; 
the first to be decided in the pub- 
lic sitting of 1825: the second 
in thatof 1826, 

First.—To determine, by phy- 
siological experiments, chemical 
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observations, and anatomico-pa- 
thological reshearches, the seat 
and mode of the a!terations of the 
cerebro--spinal nervous system, 
and to state the indications of 
treatment to be drawn from them? 


Second-—To determine, by 
observation and precise experi- 
ments, what are the way, the 
conditions, and the mode of ab- 
sorption in man, in health and in 
disease, and in animals with a 
double circulation ? 

The treatises on these two ques- 
tions, written in Latin or French, 
with a motto at the beginning of 
each, and another corresponding 
to this to be sealed in a letter, 
whieh is to contain the name and 
address of the author, must be 
sent, post free, before the first of 
March, 1825 for the first question ; 
and before the first of March, 
1826, for the sécond, to the Secre- 
tary of the Academy at Paris, 
Rue de Poitiers, No.8. 

It is impossible to see the ex- 
exertions that are made abroad 
to promote the cultivation of 
medical science, and not contrast 
them with the apathy manifested 
at home by the public medical 
bodies of this country. Here we 
see the first professional body in 
France holding out an inducement 
to all, both foreigners as_ well as 
Frenchmen, to direct their atten- 
tion to subjects at present invol- 
ved in much obscurity, and but 
little understood. In this country, 
on the contrary, we see nothing 
of the sort ever adopted hy those 
bodies which are appointed for 
the express purpose of advancing 
medical kuowledge. Let us take, 
for instance, the Lonpon CoL- 
LEGE of SURGEONS, we will ask 
any candid member of the pro- | 
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fession, has this body ever done 
any thing by which the profession 
has been benefited? ere can 
be but one opinion on the subject 
in the minds of those who have 
no sinister interest to make them 


think otherwise. The College 
has taken considerable pains to 
enrich its museum, and the ad- 


vantages to be derived from it 
are all that the profession derives 
from this corporate body. The 
College has appointed a professor- 
atin. and some lectures on zoology 
and comparative anatomy, to be 
delivered every year ; but where- 
ever we see a desire on the part of 
the College to be of service to the 
profession, its intentions are 
frustrated by the want of know- 
ledge exhibiied in carrying them 
into effect. When the slender benefit 
which the College has conferred 
on the profession, be compared 
with the amount of evil it bas in- 
flicted, every impartial person, 
must acknowledge, that it would 
have been a fortunate circumstance 
for the surgical profession of this 
country, if it had never existed, 
We sincerely recommend the Ex- 
AMINERS to bestir themselves ; and 
though little good can be expected 
from them, as they are at present 
elected, yet they might unitate 
the Academy of Medicine at Paris, 
and thus benefit the profession, 
without, in the slighest degree 
injuring themselves. We must 
however, confess that we do not 
expect this advice will be followed 
by men, who possessing no desire 
for the advancement of science 
themselves, have no idea of en- 
couraging it in others. +8 
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THE MEDICAL, CLERICAL, AND | 
GENERAL LIFE ASSURANCE’ 
SOCIETY. 





A meeting of the proprietors of 
this society, took place yesterday 
at Freemasons’ Tavern, Great 
Queen Street. Fifty-three gen- 
tlemen were present, and Dr. 
Pinckard in the chai>. The chair- 
man dilated upon the anticipated 
advantages whch the medical and 
clerical professions would receive 
from this Life Assurance Company 
in preference to any other; and 
read some parliamentary reports 
with a view to prove that the pre- 
sent company does not require a 
charter for the purpose of render- 
ing it a-permanent legal establish- 
ment. After the werthy chairman 
had coneluded his address a' variety 
of resolutions were proposed and 
seconded: by some of the gentle- 
men present; and: all adopted 
nem. con, | Every thing went on 
very pleasantly, aud the “ flatter- 
ing unction” was assiduously ap- 
plied to the énd of the chapter. 

* Thepeculiar features which dis- 
tinguish this society are stated in 
the prospectus,tobe = = - 

‘1. A’ diminished rate of ‘assurance, 
especially on-the younger lives ; calcu- 
lated upgn: the improved state of public 
health, and the increased duration of 


human life. Netang 
°2.. Eight of the Board of Directors 


being members of the medical profes- 
sion.» » 


8, Extending the benefit of life assur- |. 


ance tovall classes, of ms; calculat- 
ing the preniium in a just ratid with the 
amount of hazard, instead of exclading 
those afflicted with “gout, asthma,’’ 
and the other d usually spée 
_ 4, Giving the option.to the: person 
assured to share the profits, either b 

aiding them to the policy for the_bene, 

of his survivors at his decease, or to 
take them in reduction of the annual 





renien.. Sor his own benefit during life. 


hasing” the iiitérest of the as- 
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sured, .whenever circumstances may 
chance to require it, and advancing 
temporary touns, either upon the policy 
or upon the accumulated profits. 

The most peculiar ‘feature, is 
that the lives of persons afflicted 
with “ gout, asthma, fits, ruptdre, 
hemorrhage,complaintsof the liver, 
spitting of blood, vertigo, or any 
other disease,” may be assuredin 
this company. Dr. Bree* moved 
this resolution, and during his re- 
marks, observed that the above com- 
plaints could not he’ considered 
in any other light than effects ; 
very true Dr, Bree, ‘and that 
you are yourself the effect of a 
very ineffectual cause towards pro- 
ducing an intelligent medical prac- 
titioner is but to clearly exhibited 
in your absurd work on Asthma. 
Strictly speaking is there any dis- 
ease, Dr. Bree, which is not anef- 
fect? Whythen do you folishlystate 
that “* gout’ can hardly be called 
a disease, because it ‘is the’ result 
of intemperance.” - Is gout, we 
would ask, less a disease in the 
intemperate than in the frugal 
‘man? Certainly not; to ‘as- 
sert the contrary is truly redi- 
culous ; and equally so, the de- 
claration ‘that ** gout is the 
result of ‘ intemperance.” Dr. 
Bree, we suspect, 'is one of the 
“rump,” he evidently’ is not in 
favour at Court, and this ‘probably 
was the oblique ‘thrust of a re- 
jected aspirant for kingly ho- 
nours. on ute 

The directors of this Assurance 
‘Company are eighteen in number, 
three of whom are tobe Dignitaries 
of the Church, eight members of 
the -medical . profession, "the re- 
mainder ‘to be chosen ftom’ the 


| proprietors in general; the three 


to he — direc- 
No Director 
he have 


(DES? Yu” 


dignitaries ‘are 

tors ex officio! 

‘can have a vote unless 
i : i m 
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five shares. A proprietary fund 
is to be constituted, (the Chairman 
did not say when) amounting to 
one million sterling. The profit, 
of the Proprietors are to be in 
vestigated at the end of ever™ 
five or seven years. y 
We feel satisfied that the Medi- 
cal, and Clerical Assurance Com- 
pany, is not established upon a 
solid basis, and are convinced that 
it will prove an ephemeral institu- 
tion, It is perfectly uncalled for, 
excepting as far as the diseased 
portion of the public is interested, 
and if the imsurers are to consist 
of such only as are afflicted, with 
** gout, asthma. hemorrhage.”’ Ke. 
&c., notwithstanding Dr. Bree's 
specious logic, the proprietors we 
apprehend will have no necessity 
to give themselves much uneasi- 
ness respecting the profits, and 
ence in fifty years, will be quite 
often enough for their distribution, 
_ The title of this society will 
prove an insuperable obstacle to 
its success with the public ; ; medi- 
cal and clerical; is it to he 
supposed that the public will 
expect to derive any advantages 
from such a.combination; we 
fear not; people in general 
have not sufficient confidence 
io the integrity of either pro- 
fession, neither doctor nor par- 
son is ever applied. to except 
as a dernier. resort, it therefore 
caanot be supposed that persons 
will voluntarily deposit their 
property in, the possession of 
men in. whom they have no re- 
liance, while there are assu- 
rance companies open to them 
of long standing, known respec- 
tability, and immense capital, 
..Upon, the whole then we strong- 
dyecenne ie members of the me: 
profession not to join 
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clerical society, the union will 
neither prove _ satisfactory, 
nor lasting. The clergy are 
too anxious for power, too 
mindful of worldly affairs, and 
this institution if it exist for any 
length of time, will be entirely 
under the influence of the degni- 
tariea and other members of the 
church. 
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CHEMISTRY. 





We stated in our last journal 
that oxygen, chlorine, iodine, and 
fluorine, were alone supporters of 
combustion, while all other sub- 
stances in nature, except nifro- 
gen, were capable of burning when 
in contact with one or other of 
these supporters under favourable 
circumstances, and were therefore 
combustible bodies... In our. ex- 
periments to prove that no sub- 
stance in nature will burn unless 
one or other of the above sup- 
porters be present, we shall select 
those substances which are gene- 
rally known to be the most in- 
flammable, and submit them to the 
most probable way for inflaming 
them, when absent from the sup- 
porter. 

Phosphorus, perhaps, is as in- 
flammable a substance as we are 
acquainted with, by * infamma- 
ble,” we mean that it is capable of 
taking fire at a very low tempera- 
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ture. Take, therefore, a piece of 
phosphorus, and introduce it into 
a glass retort, furnished -with a 
stop cock and cap, exhaust the 
atmospheric air from it, and now 
apply a spirit lamp to that part of 
the retort where. the phosphorus 
rests,and carry the het toredness 
or even until the glass fuses, and 
yet the phosphorus will not in- 
flame, simply because the sup- 
porter, viz. the oxygen of the at- 
mospheric air, has been removed 
from the retort; but if, while the 
glass remains even considerably 
reduced in temperature, any one 
of the supporters above enume- 
rated be admitted to it, it will in- 
stantly inflame und burn vividly. 
A more simple method of making 
the experiment, is to put a piece 
of phosphorus in. a common 
Ounce pbial, and place _ the 
thumb on the mouth of i*, so as 
to prevent the passage of any air 
into the bottle; hold it over a 
lamp until the phosphorus in- 
flames and consumes the small 
portion of oxygen present, and it 
# will be observed, that the phos- 
phorus will then cease burning. If 
the. thumb be removed from the 
mouth of the phial so as to admit 
more air, the phosphorus will 
iustantly recommence burning ; 
but may. as instantly be extin- 
guished by preventing the access 
of air to it. Puta piece of phos- 
phorus in a tea cup or glass 
tunrbler, and pour boiling water 
on it, the phosphorus, in virtue 
of its specific gravity, will remain 
at the bottom, and netwithstand- 
ing the temperature of the water 
is more than sufficient for its in- 
flammation, yet it will not take fire 
because it is excluded from the 
presence of a supporter; and to 
prove that this is actually the case, 
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let a stream of oxygen gas be 
passed down through .the water 
on the phosphorus, by pressing 
a bladder of oxygen through a to- 
bacco pipe; it will be seen that 
as soon as the oxygen comes in 
covtact. with the ‘phosphorus; 
that it will take fire and burn 
under the water, so long as oxygen 
be pressed upon it. Although 
pure oxygen gus be preferable for 
this experiment, yet atmospheric 
air will succeed almost as well,. as 
it contains sufficient oxygen for 
the support of the combustion 
of phosphorus. This experiment 
shows us that it is not heat but a 
supporter of combustion only, that 
is wanted to enable phosphorus 
to burn under hot water. 
Hydrogen gas, the next inflam- 
mable simple body, may he pro- 
ved not to burn absent from a 
supporter of combustion, by 
plunging a lighted taper into it 
under these circumstances ; for; 
instead of taking fire, it will ex- 
tinguish the taper. To make the 
experiment—fill a tall jar, stand- 
ing over the pnuematic trough 
with hydrogen gas,now take it off, 
and suddenly introduce a lighted 
taper into the jar, taking care to 
keep the mouth of the jar down- 
wards, otherwise the hydrogen 
will escape in consequence of its 
great comparative lightness; the 
result of the experiment will be, 
that the hydrogen will burn at 
the mouth of the jar, where it is 
in actual contact with the atmos- 
phere in the form of a thin blue 
flame, being ignited by the lighted 
taper as it passed ; but the taper 
itself, and the hydrogen, within 
the jar, being insolated by the 
film of flame, will neither of them 
burn; in fact, the taper will be 
extinguished, but may “be re- 
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kindled as it is taken out through 
the film of flame, at the mouth of 
the jar, and be again extinguished 
by being introduced a second time 
into the hydrogen gas, Fill a re- 
tort or other glass vessel, with 
pure hydrogen gas, ‘and throw 
utto ita piece of phosphorus, now 
if a red heat be given to the phos- 
phorus, it will not inflame. These 
experiments prove that although 
hydrogen is combustible, that it 
is nota supporter of combustion. 

Numerous experiments might be 
mentioned which corroborate the 
theory we have noticed, and we 
may observe through all expe- 
riments of the kind, there is but 
one which throws any thing like 
doubt upon its truth, which ex- 
periment is, that if sulphur, (one 
of the combustibles) be heated in 
an exhausted vessel with copper, 
(another combustible,) that these 
two simple elements will undergo 
combustion. As this is a solitary 
instance, and as onr knowledge 
of sulphar is not at all perfect, we 
ought not te receive the experi- 
ment in opposition to the above 
law of combustion; but we 
slrould rather conclude, that ‘“‘com- 
bustion is the effect of intense che- 
mical action between two elements, 
one a supporter, the other a com- 
bustible body, of different and 
opposite projerties, and, therefore, 
that unless both these elements 


are present at the same time, no 
such action can take place, or 
can such effects as those denomi- 
nated ‘fre be produced.” 
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ROYAL ACADEMY OF MEDICINE AT 
. PARIS. , 
( Sitting of the 23d. of March.) 


M. Irarp read a paper on the 
spontaneous development of the 


prussic acid in the alvine evacua- © 


tions. He quoted two cases of this 
kind. The subject of the first case 
had an inflammation of the intes- 
tines, the other presented symp- 


toms of inflammation of the liver. © 


In both the individuals, the stcols 
smelt strongly of bitter almonds, 
M. Irarp regards these facts 
as important in a medico-legal 
point of view, aud concludes 


from them, that the existence - 


merely of the smell of prussic 
acid in the feeces should not lead 
one believe that the person had 
been poisoned with this medi- 
cine. M. Devens related on 
this oceasion several facts; which 
shewed that prussicacid had been 
found in the perspiration, urine, 
and expectoration, accounting 
for the blue colour of these 
liquids. 

Mr. Dvpvuy observed, that 
cows fed in certain pastures gave 
blue milk. M. Virey quoteda 


case where cows fed with the 


prunus padus, exhaled a very 
strong smell of bitter almonds, 
The existence of prussic acid 
in the excrements of these ani- 
mals was ascertained by the 
existence of the sulphate of iron. 
M. Marc related, that in Ger- 
many some persons had been 
poisoned by ‘eating sausages, 
in all of whom a great quantity 
of prussic acid was spontaneously 
developed. . 


General Meeling of the 6th of 


4 
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April.—This sitting was occupied 
in hearing anddj ing a report 
fron M. Dovsre on the plan of 
dividing the academy into special 
commissions for the different 
brasiches of the medical sciences. 
The. plan was adopted, anJ se- 
veral commissions were forth- 
with appointed, the number of 
wh'ch can be increased or dimi- 
nished, as circumstances may re- 
quire, M, Rutuier presented 
a heart which had on the inter- 
nal surface of its cavities several 
tumours of an irregular form, 
which appeared to be fibrious 
concretions formed a long time 
before, death. The parietes of 
the heart were also perforated 
in two places. 

Sitting of the 12th of April. 
—ANDRAL, jun. read some ob- 
servations on a case of rupture 
of.the heart and perforation of 
the stomach. The subject of 
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this case, having been for a long 
time past afflicted with painful 
digestion, suddenly died, after 


some mental agitation. A great 
quantity of blood filled the pe- 
ricardium. The posterior parie- 
tes of the left ventricle presented 
five. oblong perforations; the 
greatest diameter of which was 
in. the direction of the long 
axis. of the heart. Some re- 
mains of the catnez column ir- 
tegularly tora were observed 
along each perforation.The heart 
itself had not undergone any 
softening. The stomach pre- 
septed traces of chronic inflam- 
mation, and towards the mid- 
cle of its posterior surface there 
waa a large solution of continuity 
circular with soft and even edges. 
whatis very remarkable is, that 
the periloneum was not the seat 





of ‘any effusion. M. OLLIviER | 
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read a paper on a trophy 
of the gall bladder; M, -Nac- 
QUART, in addition to the cases 
cited: by M. OLtivier sta- 
ted the case of an individual 
who had in the ‘ right hypochon- 
driac region a tumour formed by 
the gall-bladder, as was proved 
by the nature of the liquids end 
calculi which were evacuated.— 
Recovery took place, and the tu- 
mour disappeared. But this per- 
son dying a short time afterwards 
on examination no trace of the 
gallbladder was found ; the place 
which it usually occupies being 
filled up with cellular tissue. 

M, AnussaT presented to the 
academy different anatomicai 
preparations and drawings of the 
biliary ducts, made for the pur- 
pose of shewing the true mecha- 
nism of the reflux of the bile from 
the ductus cholidocus into the gall 
bladder. M. AMussanT demon- 
strated the existence of a spiral 
valve which he first pointed out 
surrounding the neck of the gall- 
bladder. The same anatomist 
made in the presence of the as- 
sembly several curious experi- 
ments in support of the new facts 
which he had just communicated. 
—Archives Generales. 


A NEW MODE OF OPERAT- 
ING FOR STONE ADOPTED 
BY M. DUPUYTREN. 

M. DupuyTREN has just per- 
formed the operation for stone in 
a new mode, and with the aid of 
a new instrument. The operation 
may be called the transvere ope- 
ration (taille tranverselle), and 
the instrument, the double /ttho- 
tome caché , which consists of two 
blades, arranged so as to cut at 
the same time, both rightand left 
in withdrawing the instrument 
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from the bladder. The cathether 
is introduced, and the membran- 
ous portion of the urethra cat to al 
low the introduction of the lttho- 
tome into the bladder On with- 
drawing theinstrument it is open- 
ed, by which means it divides the 
prostrate on each side into halves 
the one anterior, and the other 
posterior. By this method, the 
vasa deferentia, rectum, trans- 
verse arteries of the perineum, 
and the pudic is avoided ie-aveid- 
ed in’ the operation. M. Dupuy- 
TREN operated a few days azo on 
a child ; since which no bad symp- 
toms whatever has appeared. 
Surgeons ought to éndeavour 
to make use of straight sounds 
when ' they have: occasion ‘to in- 
troduce an° instrument into the 
bladder ; they appear to offer se- 
veral advantages which the curv- 
ed sounds-in genefal do not pos- 
sess. The penis is held in the left 
hand, and elongated 4 little in 
front, the. soudd is introduced 
into the urethra, the extremity 
resting particularly on the ante- 
rior-or superior parietes ; it is im- 
mediately felt when the instru- 
ment passes the ligament of the 
pubis, and then it must be gently 
depressed without bearing too 
much on the point, which is to 
enter-the bladder ; if the prostate 
impedes the sound it will be quite 
snflicient to. turn it between the 
finzers, or to withdraw ita little, 
and todirect the extremity a little 
higher in order to reach the blad- 
der, With the straight sound, a 
surgeon) may act with greatér 
boldness, without the least dan- 
ger of turning to the right or left, 
The instrument may also be very 
conveniently rotated. A sound 
slightly curved does not pre- 
present the same advantages, as 
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the entirely st tof M. Amus- 
sat.—Archives Generales, May. 


Cancerous Uleers.—DoctTor 
UcMann of Marburg, states that 
he has seen excellent effects pro- 
duced by the application of the 
. droiodate of potash to cancerous 

rs. Ulcers of the lips, of the 
euib; and of the womb have been 
eured by an ointment of hydroie- 
date of potash, or injections con- 
taining this salt.—Gazelte wad 
Sante, May 25th. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 


_—_—— 


June. 8th_—Mr. Tyrrell com- 
menced this day what he is pleas- 
ed to term a course’ of Clinical 
Lectures ; his object being, as he 
says, to- illustrate, by cases se- 
lected for the purpose, the practi- 
cal application of the: principles 
of surgery which the pupils have 
heard - from -their - Ke eo 
Leeturer, Sir A’ 

The intention of the young man 
is laudable enough ; and we sin- 
cerely hope that his own improve- 
ment will keep pace with that: of 
his auditers. At the conclusion 
of this day’s address, Mr. T.ob- 
served, that he strongly objected 
to the publication of hospital cases 
by occasional visitors; and that 
he should himself at a future pe- 
tiod pablish the -most «valuable 


‘eases in the form of Hospital Re- 


ports, Ovcasional . visitors, Mr. 
T. remarked, were not ay ame 
with the motives of the sur 
when he. instituted any ‘dolar 
method. of treatment. Tectan 
what we have seen of the chirur~ 
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gical practice at St. Thomas's 
-Hospital, we are almost inclined 
to think that the surgeons would 
often have a difficulty to explain 
- their motives; and if they were to 
be asked why they applied this— 
or gave that—like their sensible 
brothers of the Tenth, would fre- 
quently reply “ don’t. know.” As 
Mr. T. is so anxious that motives 
should be known—-so anxious that 
intentions should beexplained ~ he 
will probably favour the students 
in his next ‘ lecture,” with a 
report of the temporal aneurism 
case which we gave a short time 
since—tell us why the man was 
bled about three minutes before 
he breathed his last—and we en- 
treat him to give a particular ac- 
count of the entire treatment 
adopted with respect to that pa- 
tient. As Mr. T. is now in the 
habit of giving the hospital cases, 
he will of course comment on the 
unfortunate as well as the fortunate 
ones; we shall, he may rely on it, 
whether we know his motives or 
not. With regard to his objec- 
tion to the publication’of cases by 
occasional visitors, as far as we 
are concerned, we can assure 
him, that our reporter is much 
more {frequently at the~ hospital 
.than himself, and in all proba- 
bility, much oftener than even his 
dressers ; this objection therefore 
is groundless. 

After recapitalating that portion 
of Sir A. Cooper's lectures on 
constitutional and local irritation, 
and their mutual re-actions; le 
gave the case of L, E. as an ex- 
ample of depraved state of con- 
stitution, having influenced the 
local disease. 


L. E. aged 14, had lived in a 
workhouse till a short time since, 





THE LANCET. 















following the employment of weav- 
ing. She has a fair complexion, 
her previous health was good, she 
was admitted into the hospital on 
account of a sloughing ulcer of the 
nates. Ten weeks ago she con- 
tracted a gonorrhcea, after which 
time her health became deranged 
from the discharge, and improper 
food and covering. The gonor- 
rhoea having been neglected, the 
discharge trickled down the peri- 
neeum, and having lodged upon 
the nates, occasioned an exceria- 
tion, and from the depraved state 
of her general health, the slough- 
ing process soon began. When 
received here, she had a very bad 
sloughing ulcer of the nates, con- 
siderable constitutional irritation, 
irregular bowels, flushed cheeks ; 
calomel and opium were ordered 
for her in small doses, twice a day, 
she was likewise permitted a small 
quantity of wine. Liq. calcis with 
mucilage and opium, were applied 
locally, with a view to lessen the 
irritation, and by formiog an arti- 
ticial covering to the wound there- 
by confine the discharge, and pre- 
vent an extension of the excoria- 
tion; alight poultice was applied 
over thé dressings, for the purpose 
of keeping them in an emollient 
state, and obviate their sticking 
to the parts. The above plan of 
treatment has been particularly 
successful, and the girl has been 
rapidly improving from the period 
of her admission. 

16th.—Mr. T. commenced his 
lecture to-day, by some remarks on 
the importance of attending to 
the former habits of the patieut, ih 
the treatment of his disease. Se- 
veral cases were given to show 
this. The following is one of 
them. 

R. L, aged 60, admitted June 
















11th, in Edward’s ward, a brick- 
layer’s labourer, robust habit, florid, 
light hair, middle stature, had been 
in the habit of drinking large quan- 
tities of porter, but had worked 
hard. Disease, theca ulcerated, 
and sinuses communicating with 
each other in the hand. It com- 
menced three weeks since, and he 
attributed it to somelime getting 
into a small sore when at work. He 
had complained of burning heat, 
swelling, and pain in the hand ; had 
lost his appetite, was very restless, 
and skin hot. A cold application 
was on'y made. When admitted 
into thehospital, the abscess had 
burst, and the constitutional irri- 
tation was much diminished. 
There was ulcerativn at the middle 
joint of the middle finger, and a 
bad discharge. The arm was 
ordered to be supported in a sling, 
and nitric acid lotion to be applied 
to it. Generous diet and porter 
allowed, as his former habits were 
addicted to drinking. ‘The patient 
» doing very well, and there is not 
so much constitutional irritation, 
as u-ually attends this disease. 

‘The next case shows the folly 
of exhibiting mercury in goner- 
rh cea, and the constitutional effects 
it produces. 

I. C, 22, admitted 29th April, 
Foul ward. Worked at a confec- 
tioner’s, lived irregularly, was up 
Jate at night, and says he had 
chancre and bubo. Six weeks ago 
he had gonorrhcea, and in five days 
afer a bubo in the left groin; for 
which he rubbed in ung. hydr. 
and ina few days he had a bubo 
in his right groin also, kept his 
mouth sore for a fortnight; bu- 
boes increased in size, and in 
coming to the hospital broke. 
When he came into the hospital 


the appearances on the parts were, 
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‘her own comfort in that respect, 
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warts on the frenum, slight exco- 
riation on the right side of the 
glans. Two buboes, and the in- 
teguments surrounding them bluish 
and nearly in a sloughing state, 
the edges were detached and hung 
over the hollow below; he- had 
also night sweats. Ordered dec. 
sarse. with mineral acids to im- 
prove his general health and check 
the night perspirations. Porter 
also allowed. _ Local application 
was black wash; rest, and meat 
diet. When his health was im- 
proved a little, one bubo was di- 
lated, black wash applied, andover 
it a | org. and it very soon 
healed, and the same treatment 
afterwards to the other. When he 
eame in he had gonorrhea, which 
shows that mercury will not cure 
gonorrhcea, and the mischief it al- 
ways produces when taken to ex- 
cess, is local inflammation. Mr. T. 
thinks from the appearance of the 
skin around the bubo, that if he had 
stayed out forty-eight hours longer 
the parts would have sloughed. 


A case of Diseased Spine cured 
by isuses and recumbent pos- 
ture. 

M. V. 30, Ann’s ward, admitted 
8th April, lived as a servant and 
worked hard, general health not 
good. Two years previous to her 
admission she fell down and hurt 
her back, and has had a painin her 
back and inability to walk since, 
she was supposed to have hepatic 
disease and took mercury. There 
was pain on pressure of the spine 
and lateral projection; the pain 
extended from the second to the 
seventh dorsal vertebra, and she 
was only easy in a recumbent po- 
sition. She was not confined to an 
particular position, but to consult 
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‘Two issues ‘were made on the 
sides of the spine. She took carb. 
ferri twice in the day. The issues 
diseharged much, and: in four 
weeks the complaint had dimi- 
nished considerably, the same plan 
of treatment was continued another 
month,’ and she was discharged 
quite well and able to perform 
every motion of the body. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

‘Safurday June 12.- -The integu- 
ments.in’ the groin of Riewarp 
Warren, who was admitted into 
this Hospital, with an extensive 
bruise in the left Hypochondriac, 
and pubic regions, have sloughed, 
‘and the part has been thereby 
completely laid bare, for the space 
of -five or six inches in length, and 
four in breadth. 

The first injury was occasioned 
‘by the passage of a cart over the 
body of the patient; an abscess 
was subsequently formed, and 
sloughing having now taken place, 
the femoral artery may be per- 
ceived plainly pulsating. in its 
sheath ; and ‘the ingainal glands 
appear as though they were dis- 
sected from the surrounding parts, 
bat  notwithstandmg this the 
wound has a good appearance, 
healthy granulations having arisen 
from the bottom. 

The .remaining portion of the 
integuments on the sole of 
the foot of Eomunp Murray, 
were removed yesterday morning, 
and ‘the wound is ina rapid pro- 
gress towards a cure. 

16.—No operation has heen 
performed at this Hospital since 
our last rt, andthe only ac- 


cident, , atimitted is ,one of aj 


woman with a cut on the eyebrow 
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and forehead, extending from the 
inner angle of the eye upwards 
and optwards, dividing the skin 
and muscles for the space of three 
imehes; the accident was occa- 
sioned by the patient's falling 
from a cart upon the sharp edge 
of astone, but although the blow 
was extremely violent no fracture 
of the skull, or concussion of the 
brain was produced. 





ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 


In our report from this hospital of 
the operation for imperforate va- 
gina? by Mr. Brodie, we should 
have stated, that the membrane 
was quite imperforate, and no va- 
tamenia had ever appeared. The 
poor weman died lately, and was 
examined, when great and general 
‘nternal disease was discovered. 
On opening the cavity of the ab- 
domen, a considerable. quantity of 
very dark coloured offensive fluid 
escaped, similar in appearauce to 
the menstrual discharge, the peri- 
toneum was quite black, and most 
of the abdominal viscera diseased.; 
considerable and extensive adhe- 
sions and ulceration. The uterus 
and vagina mnch longer than or- 
dinary. The membrane in which 
the incision was made, was about 
one and a half or two inches be- 
yond the osexternum. She had 
been married, by her own account, 
two years; and her husband de- 
sired her, at the expiration of that 
time to get admission into a hos- 
pital! — 

Wednesday June 16.—No ope- 
ration of importa~ce has been 
performed at this Hospital since 
our last report. — 


we Te ‘ 











JUNE 19, 1824 383 


ROYALWESTMINSTER LON- 

.. DON. INFIRMARY. , 
VILLIERBS: STREET, STRAND. 

The Anniversary Dinner of this 
Institution, took place on Tuesday 
se’nnight .at the Freemason’s 
Tavern, Queen-street, aud was 
numerously and respectably at- 
tended. «The chair was taken by 
the Marquis of LoNDONDERRY. 
After the usual toasts and cus- 
tomary flatierings, handed about 
from right to left, Dr. GouDING, 
the Founder, read the Report; 
which. stated, that the number of 
personsal together administered to, 
by this charity, had amounted to 
14,622, of whom only 240 had 
died. The donations and sub- 
scriptions received since the last 
general meeting, had afforded very 
seasonable assistance towards de- 
fraying ‘the ‘grat increase of 
expeuce, incurred by taking and 
fitting up, for the purpose of 
charity, the -house at which the 
business is now carried on. This 
increase. of -expence, although 
heavy for the last year, will not 
again be required ; and it is hoped 
that prudence and economy -will- 
obviate any permanent. ipconve- 
nience from the sacrifices’ which 
have been made. The receipts 
in the present year having been 
5184. 17s, 10d., and the expendi- 
ture, 4801. 8s. 2}d., leaving a 
balance of 381. 9s. 7id.. ‘Fhe 
benefactions and angual subserip- 
tions in the course of the evening, 
amounted to 2501, The com- 
pany did not separate unt.) a late 
hour. 





- HYDROPHOBIA. 
SaMuaL PownaLt, a farmer, 
was admitted about a fortnight 





since into'the Stockport House of 





° 


Recovery, with confirmed symp-" 
toms, of -hydraphohia . from. the , 
bite of a cat, about; seven, weeks 
previous ; the wound was just above 
the wrist.—The means to prevent 


dangerous consequences,  ,were . 


adopted, the wound was vauterized, 
and dressings applied to keep it 
open, with occasional purgatives 
to regulate the action of the 
bowels. Jn consequence of the ir- 
ritation of the dressings, a seoth- 
ing plan~ was adopted, and the* 
pain which extended along the arm 
subsided, On Sunday aslight seu- — 
sensation of cold shivering was 
perceived, which increased greatly - 
with the least breath of air reach 
ing him, and a spasmodic affection 
in the act of swallowing; did not 
complain of any pain ; pulse 120, 
but weak; tongue.much farred; 
bowels. constipated ; thirst. very 
great ; violent. convulsive sobs | 
with spasmodic contractions after 
swallowing ; passed a very rest-.. 
Irss night. Monday, symptoms 
increased throughout the day, with «: 
occasional paroxysms, was quite 
sensible, —At half past two o'clock 
the paroxysms’-becawre very fre+ 
quent and outrageous, which were 
accompanied with violent vomit- 


ings, and continued until half- 


past three when he died.—Stock- 
port Paper. ’ 





DISSOLUTION or PARTNERSHI 


B, Ogdenand T. Allan, South Shields, - 
Chemists. 
MILITARY PROMOTIONS. 
llth Foot.—Assistant Surgeon S. W. 
Chermside, M. D. from‘ hulf-pay 7th 
Royal Veteran Battalion, to be Assis- 
tant Surgeon, vice Stewart, promoted | 
‘. -_ Royal African y wenn Corps. 
21st ditto—Hospital Assistant D; Ewing 
to be Assistant Surgeon, vice Freer} - 
removed from the service. “eas 
60th ditto—Hospital-Assistaut P, La-. 
mond, M.D. to be Fh Surgeon,’ 


WWhivdd 


$84 


 Thtag ted Bese, s0'be Betgoen 

- oot, to u! 

on Wy. MacNish, who salves aus 
f- 


pay. 

HOSPITAL STAFF. 

To be Assistant Surgeons tothe Forees-- 
Assistant-Surgeon J. E. Stewart, from 
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On Saturday last at Knutsford Lan- 
cashire, My, W. Chubbe, Su . to 
Anne, daughter of the late Mr. Ban- 


On Tuesday, at Liverpool, Mr. S. 
McCuNock, Surgeon, to Anne Clarke, 
daughter of the late B. Roach Esq. of 


half-pay 38th foot, vice Hospital- | Barbad 
Assistant, Chambers, appointed to the 
64th Foot ; and Assistant-Surgeon W. 
M‘Leod, from half-pay 78th Foot, 
vice Hospital-Assistant M‘Niece, de- 


To be Hospital-Assistant—J. Young, 
Gent. vice Blair, deceased. 

A. Baxter, M.D. Deputy Inspector of 
Hospitals, to be Inspector of Hospi- 
tals, by Brevet. 

R. Calvert, M.D. and J. MacMullen, 
Physicians to the Forces, tobe Deputy 
Inspectors of Hospitals, by Brevet. 

Dr. D. MacLoughlin, Assistant Surgeon 
to the Forces, has been dismissed the 
service, for gross disobedience of an 
order of the Commander-in-Chief. 


At the Presidency, Bombay, on the 
14th January, the Lady of Dr. Kemball, 
of a daughter. 

On the 1 ]th inst. in Manchester-square, 
the lady of Dr. Bright, of a son. 

In Tipperary, the lady of Dr. Ray, of 
a son. 


On the 3rd ult. at Mallow, the lady of 
Assistant Surgeon Macpherson, 42 Regt. 
ofa son. 

On the 15th inst.,the lady of Dr. 
Seymour, of George-street, Hanover- 


square, of a son. 
MARRIAGES. 

At Gayfield square, Edinburgh, 2nd 
inst. T. A. Davies, Esq. Surgeon, 
Lianally, to Spencer Boyd, eldest daugh- 
ter of A. Sivewright, Esq. 

At Edinburgh, Ist inst. Dr. James 
Killier, Surgeon of Dunbar, to Mary, 
second daughter of the late Mr. G. 
Wat Bend, George C igie, Esq. M.D 

t 4 raigie, . M.D. 
td Wiles tise Jane, only 
daughter of J. " 

At Rochdale, Mr. Wood, Surgeon, to 
Jane, daughter of J. Elliott, Esq. 
Townhead, Lancashire. 





oes, 

At Dublin, J. Riéd, Esq. to Mary 
daughter of Dr. Hunter, of Moy. 

At Berwick, Mr. G. Marshall, ‘Drug- 
gist, to Miss Paxton. 

At Newberg Mr. R. Rogers, Surgeon, 
to Mary daughter of Mr. D. Thompson, 
DEATHS. 

At Thetford, G. Mingay, Esq., Sur- 
geon of the West Suffolk Militia. 

At Limerick, on Tuesday last, Mr. 
Locke, Apothecary. 

In Queen-street, Edinburgh, Alexan- 
der Wylie, Esq. M.D. 

At Seaton, Cumberland Mr. Bowman, 
Surgeon of Aspatria, aged 25, 

At Padstow, Mr, R. Falk, Surgeon, 
aged 84. 

Lately in London, E. Kent, Esq. late 
of Stephen’s Green, Dublin, Member of 
the College of Surgeons in Ireland. 

At Tregony, 10th inst. Mr. J. B. Per- 
ryman, late Surgeon H.M.P. Regent 
aged 29. 

On Thursday last, Mrs. Heaviside 
George-street, Hanover-sqnare, wife of, 
Mr. Heaviside, Surgeon. 

At Tralee, of Measles, Richard, second 
son of R. Purdon, Esq. M.D. 

At Madeira 4th of April, ofa desentery, 
Mary Augusta, eldest daughter of Dr. 
Nicholl, Penline, Glamorganshire. 

Surgeons Murphey, Louth Militia — 
Ambrose, half-pay Artillery—Assistant 
ditto Cochrane, half-pay York Rangers. 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


L. shall not be forgotten.” 


‘Amicus has our best thanks; we wish 


that his last paragraph had been more 
explicit. 

F. W. is our friend. If he will tell us 
where to address anoteto him, we 
will explain. 


> 
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